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A Report into Language Features for Informative Writing

Introduction

There are only certain features of Language which should be used for Informative writing. This report
will briefly outline the reasons for using limited features; which features should be used; why each
feature is effective and recommendations for effective use.

Informative Language Features

There are many features which are used in nonfictional writing but some are more appropriate for
different forms and purposes. There are only four main purposes for writing:

Persuade
Inform
Explain
Describe
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When persuading, features are persuasive and pushy. You need specific features, like: rhetorical
questions, alliteration and exaggeration; even expert opinions (biased or unbiased) and anecdotes.
Describing, includes such features as similes and metaphors, personification and onomatopoeia. To
inform, however, there are certain features which are right for a plain, factual document. They include:

Facts

Repetition

Opinions (Unbiased)
Statistics

Triples

O 0 O O ©

Effectiveness of Features

Facts are the main feature of factual documents. They make the document true and reliable. These
are closely linked with statistics, which are facts in number form. Opinions are often biased but, for a
document which must be unbiased in its factual approach, opinions should be unbiased and link to no
emotional connection. Repeating facts or opinions can have a very memorable effect on the reader.
Important facts may be repeated a number of times. Finally, triples are both useful and effective in
listing information and collating it together for easier reading and access.

Conclusion

Without the use of the informative features, a document runs the risk of being dismissed as a mockery
or joke. It may not be taken seriously at all and then would be redundant. Persuasive features would
be totally unnecessary and would render the document unreliable.

Recommendations

Stick with the five ‘FROST’ features for reports and other informative, objective documents. Use a
balance of the features so you do not overuse one or two of them. Stay away from using biased
opinions or other more persuasive features. Keep your format and content formal. Ensure you use
correct grammar, spelling and punctuation.
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